From the Pastor

(excerpts from this week’s emails)

Well if you weren’t at Movie Night Friday night, you missed a
great time of fellowship, food, and a wonderful movie. “I Can Only
Imagine” really is a great Christian Movie, with a powerful message
and quite a few twists along the way. It is amazing the way God
works in our lives. We had a really good turnout, and I think all
enjoyed the movie. Thanks again to all who pitched in, especially
Rose Thomas who took over the popcorn machine and worked to
keep us in popcorn. Movie Night is now bi-monthly, each 2nd and
4th Friday nights.
This evening the Youth will come together with the Youth from
Bethany UMC for our first Joint Youth Group Meeting at Strick’s
Family Campground (168 Hertford Beach Road). Bob Strickland has
graciously offered to host this first event at the Campground, starting
at 6 PM. All Youth are invited for this set up meeting. If you think
you are coming, let me know, so I can get a guess at the head count
for the food. This will be our setup meeting. Bring swim wear, and
maybe bring a chair, sun screen, towel, etc….
Also, on Wednesday of this coming week (July 18th), 6 PM, we
will be holding a Vacation Bible School Planning Meeting at the
church. We are encouraging everyone who is interested in helping
out, to come be a part of this meeting if you can. If you want to help,
but can’t be here, please contact either me, or Jenneal Harrell (252264-3810 jennealbigmama@yahoo.com ) and let us know.
Currently (and subject to change at the planning meeting) we are
planning a one day VBS, 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, August 11th.
And finally one of my favorite monthly events at NHUMC, the
Young-At-Heart Potluck is this Thursday night, 6 PM. This week
our “entertainment” will be me showing some pictures and sharing
some memories from the 2004 Operation Iraqi Freedom deployment.
Next Sunday, July 22nd, for the children’s message, I am praying
about doing another skit from the Scripture. I heard a lot of positive
comments from the one a couple of weeks ago, and so as the
scripture lends itself, maybe we can do them once in a while going
forward.
Special thanks to Don Oglesby for the harmonica performance
as a prelude to last week's Worship. Great Job!!!
We had a great Administrative Board Meeting last Sunday
after Worship. Most of the meeting flew by, until we came to the
Pastor's part (funny how that happens.)

I also gave a short class on the connectional makeup of the
United Methodist Church. I spoke about how “We” as a “Conference”
set a budget each year. Next year's "Conference" budget is just
over $21,500,000. I spoke of how “We” the “Conference”, use a
system of Apportionments to meet our budget, and the system
attempts to be fair to each of the 800 plus churches in our
“Conference”, depending on their financial strength. I am happy to
discuss this again with anyone who has questions.
Chris Gibbs Singspiration to be the second Sunday evening in
August. He sings a mix of mostly Older Favorite Gospel Songs. I
have heard him sing several times and his music style will be very
welcome at NHUMC. We will take up a love offering to support his
ministry.
There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer to be Greeters each
Sunday morning. A sign-up sheet for NHUMC shirts and hats. Also
to have your email added to the Church Directory, so you can use it
online.
We need pictures for the directory.
I have been busy this week, but at some point in the near future I
will share my notes from last Monday’s PPRC Meeting. I thought it
was a very positive meeting and with some really good comments
and ideas. And hopefully we can start incorporating some into our
Worship.
Thank you, one and all for the positive prayers and support we
are blest with here at NHUMC. We are a strong and growing
church. We are not perfect, and never will be, but we are on the
road to perfection in Christ.

Pastor Carroll
Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
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