From the Pastor
(excerpts from this week’s emails)
I was at the Elizabeth City Health and Rehabilitation Center
(Winslow's Rest home) Sunday afternoon and I ran into some friends
from the area, and they told me of the good things they are hearing
about New Hope UMC. About the events we have been hosting, lights
on at night, cars in the parking lot. We are blest. Our prayers are
being answered. God is preparing a mighty revival for our community.
We just have to have faith, love one another, and live our beliefs.
In fact, several times last week I heard good things about NHUMC.
Someone called me and said they liked the quote from the front of the
bulletin, and wanted to use it on their sign. I received an email from
another that liked the saying on the sign in front of our church, (Moses
as a "basketcase"). And I had someone tell me they are thinking about
joining the church. This would make 12 for the year, (not too shabby
for a "small" country church.) The Holy Spirit is really hard at work in
OUR church, or should I say, the Holy Spirit is hard at work amongst
our Church FAMILY!!! I stand amazed at the power of the Holy Spirit,
once we truly believe, anything can happen.
And while I am on a high note; the Summer Campground Worship
ends the last Sunday in September. A few of us have been praying,
talking, and even planning how we could continue the 8 AM Worship
Service in the Fellowship Hall at NHUMC beginning possibly as early
as the first Sunday in Oct. I think this will be an opportunity to open
our doors to an entirely new set of people, that would like an earlier,
less formal, Worship experience. Please join me in prayer about this
service, as we hope to present this at the next Admin Council meeting.
I believe it is important for us to reach out to all of our neighbors and
in different ways.
Our Charge Conference is scheduled for Monday, Oct 29, 7 PM at
Oak Grove UMC (778 Chapanoke Road, Hertford). We have an
Admin Council Meeting coming up on Sunday Sept. 9th. Between
now and then I will be meeting with various people to discuss. We will
soon be voting on next years (2019) Church Budget, Officers, and Lay
Servants. I would like to see us plan more resources towards ministry
and outreach programs, and the conference budget.
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